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Synopsis

Christian Essentials Made Plain and Simple God doesnA¢a -4,¢t call every Christian to go off to
seminary, but there are certain matters of doctrineA¢a -4 «that is, the churchA¢a -a,¢s
teachingA¢a -4 «that every Christian simply must know. Theology is important because what we
believe affects how we live. If youA¢a -4,¢re a relatively new believer in Jesus, or if youA¢a —-a,¢re
a more mature Christian looking for a quick brush-up on basics of the faith, Christian Beliefs is for
you. This readable guide to twenty basic Christian beliefs is a condensation of Wayne

GrudemAg¢a -4a,¢s award-winning book on systematic theology, prized by pastors and teachers
everywhere. He and his son, Elliot, have boiled down the essentials of Christian theology for the
average layperson and made them both clear and applicable to life. You will learn about the Bible,
the characteristics of God, what it means that we are created in the image of God, what God has
done for us in Christ, the purpose of the church, and much more. Each chapter includes questions
for personal review or group discussion. These truly are twenty basic beliefs that every Christian
should know. Wayne Grudem is a master teacher with the ability to explain profound truths in simple
language. He is a man of deep conviction and theological passionA¢a -4 «and those who read this
book will be both educated and encouraged in the faith. R. Albert Mohler Jr., President, The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky Based on Systematic Theology, this
summary will certainly help beginners with Christ to get the hang of their faith. J. |. Packer, Regent
College, Vancouver, British Columbia As Wayne GrudemA¢a -4,¢s Systematic Theology contracts
into a compact book, | do not lose my enthusiasm for the truth he loves and the clarity of his words.

John Piper, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Customer Reviews

'As Wayne Grudem’s 'Systematic Theology’ contracts into a compact book, | do not lose my
enthusiasm for the truth he loves and the clarity of his words.’ -- John Piper, AuthorBased on
'Systematic Theology’, this summary will certainly help beginners with Christ to get the hang of their
faith.” -- J.I. Packer, Executive EditorThese truly are 20 basic beliefs that every Christian should
know. Wayne Grudem is a master teacher with the ability to explain profound truths is simple
language. He is a man of deep conviction and theological passion -- and those who read this book

will be both educated and encouraged in the faith.” -- R. Albert Mohler Jr, President

Christian Essentials Made Plain and Simple God doesn’t call every Christian to go off to seminary,
but there are certain matters of doctrine---that is, the church’s teaching---that every Christian simply
must know. Theology is important because what we believe affects how we live. If you’re a relatively
new believer in Jesus, or if you’re a more mature Christian looking for a quick brush-up on basics of
the faith, Christian Beliefs is for you. This readable guide to twenty basic Christian beliefs is a
condensation of Wayne Grudem’s award-winning book on systematic theology, prized by pastors
and teachers everywhere. He and his son, Elliot, have boiled down the essentials of Christian
theology for the average layperson and made them both clear and applicable to life. You will learn
about the Bible, the characteristics of God, what it means that we are created in the image of God,
what God has done for us in Christ, the purpose of the church, and much more. Each chapter
includes questions for personal review or group discussion. These truly are twenty basic beliefs that
every Christian should know. Wayne Grudem is a master teacher with the ability to explain profound
truths in simple language. He is a man of deep conviction and theological passion---and those who
read this book will be both educated and encouraged in the faith. R. Albert Mohler Jr., President,
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky Based on Systematic Theology,
this summary will certainly help beginners with Christ to get the hang of their faith. J. |. Packer,
Regent College, Vancouver, British Columbia As Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology contracts
into a compact book, | do not lose my enthusiasm for the truth he loves and the clarity of his words.

John Piper, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Have been walking through this book with my son and have really enjoyed it. It provides very good
explanations for some very hard to grasp concepts. This is a book | hope to go through with each of
my children in order to strengthen their understanding of God and His plan. | hope they keep their

own copies of the book as a reference for the future. | have very much enjoyed that this is not a



book of personal beliefs, but it is a book that clearly shows what the Scriptures teach on a given
topic. | feel like | have grown in my understanding of God as | have walked through this with my son.
| have used the Systematic Theology text to delve deeper into a few of the topics, and it is nice that

those two books match up so well. Highly recommend.

An extreme abridgement of Grudem’s systematic theology, we will be using this as a text for bible
studies in our church, as a kind of discussion starter, with the teachers doing full preparation to
guide the discussion and to be equipped to answer questions. Thoroughly orthodox, It is a good tool
for bible studies, discipleship, and especially for evangelism to those who profess faith in Christ, but
show no evidence of repentance or the new birth.My one knock on it is that Grudem’s son, who did
the abridgement, is a little more charismatic than his father and that bleeds through into some areas
of theology that are entirely unrelated to the gifts. Notably there seems to be a presuppositional
expectation of extra-biblical leading from God that leaks through in many places. That said this is
not enough to to prevent me from heartily recommending this work. (As always and with all things
test it against scripture.)This is also a helpful study guide available for free download from the Acts

29 Network (just google it).

This book is a very condensed version of the original book. As a new believer, it is necessary to
know the foundations of the faith. This book lays out those foundations clearly and in easy to

understand for any believer new or old.

A great overview of basic Christian beliefs. Not a ton of depth, but it's not designed to have that. If
you want that, find Grudem’s Systematic Theology, but this book provides a very good look at some

of the major theological beliefs in Christianity.

| have read the Bible cover to cover three times. | read everyday, but | have not taken any
systematic theology courses. This book was very helpful. It is well written and well organized. It
clarified several concepts for me. | also found it inspiring. However, | read it as part of a group and
some of my friends found it to be dry. It is easy to read. | recommend it to someone who wants to
nail down the basics. A few years ago | read New Christians Handbook. | liked Christian Beliefs a
little better.

This is a decent introduction to digging deeper into what the bible presents us. Some parts were



surface level explanations which could be good for its intended use, others felt a bit forced or slightly
contradictory. | would encourage people to read this, especially new believers, but only with a keen
understanding that they should always follow the biblical references and explore them further with

the rest of the biblical context.

This book is for the next stage of Christian journey. To understand why we are chosen and what

God expects from us

A great concise book of Orthodox Christian beliefs. | highly recommend this for any Christian,
whether a babe in Christ or a seasoned believer, to gain a good understanding of the beliefs they
hold true and right. The book is written in such a way that the majority of believers will be able to

understand and grasp the concepts presented.
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